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Ladies and gentlemen, 
We welcome you to the press conference of the Hellenic Parliament and NEON Organisation exhibition titled “PORTALS”. It is a special pleasure to welcome you where the preparations for “PORTALS” took place, here, in the space of the old Tobacco Factory, which we might as well now consider an Art Factory.
The exhibition was put together during the asphyxiating time of the pandemic and now that things are gradually shifting, improving and relaxing, I realise that art is one of the factors that signal, here and in other parts of Greece and Athens, the gradual and cautious recovery of our freedom. 
Art in our country is one of the standard bearers that signify the recovery of our freedom and this is very important. One of the reasons that 15 months in we feel disoriented by this pandemic is that managing it is not hard or not very hard as many say. What is hard is easier to address and I will explain what I mean by this oxymoron. Addressing a pandemic is primarily something foreign to human nature. Social connection, which is linked to the human condition, turned into a threat and this threat had to be dealt with in ways that hinder social connection. This was unusual and foreign to us all. Our country right now is faring much better than many other countries. But in the context of the pandemic, the path to freedom is also through art.
The Hellenic Parliament has a rare, impressive stock of buildings. And I am not just referring to the monument that is the monumental building of the Parliament. I am also referring to this robust industrial building of the beginning of the previous century, which underwent many changes in its lifetime. One of the most exciting ones is the one that resulted from the collaboration between the Hellenic Parliament and the pioneering cultural organisation NEON and the exhibition housed here today, showcasing artwork by artists from around the world. 
We were delighted when Mr. Dimitris Daskalopoulos, a collector and entrepreneur, submitted the proposal for a collaboration with the Hellenic Parliament to convert the old Tobacco Factory into an Art factory. A place that alongside you, our guests the day after tomorrow at the inauguration, alongside the Greek and Athenian public and until December 2021 will contemplate the human need for communication, dialogue, reflection, and the exchange of views through contemporary art.    

There are many ways to manage public spaces. One way is to be their manager and warden, keep them closed off, thus protecting them from intervention, alteration, improvement, visits, but also interaction. The other way is to approach a public space as something that has the need, just as humans do, to come into contact with society, to converse with it. I believe this to be the most constructive approach for every public space, be it archaeological or preserved. And what better collaborator, what better travel companion, in this liberation of a public space by NEON Organisation that since 2013 has had an excellent record of highlighting public spaces, caring for them and through contemporary art, bringing citizens into contact. 
The Hellenic Parliament, therefore, accepted during this asphyxiating but also, as it turned out, constructive time of the pandemic, the proposal by Mr. Daskalopoulos and Mrs. Kountouri to liberate an emblematic public space, the old Tobacco Factory, operating since 1930, and allow it to house contemporary artwork, by Greek and foreign artists, pioneers, and furthermore allow the Athenian, Greek and also international public, to launch a fruitful dialogue on contemporary issues. It is no accident that this coincides with the 200 years since the war of Independence, it is no accident that it coincides with an overall individual and collective attempt to reboot. And this reflection through art, but also through memory, in other exhibitions on the Struggle of 1821, will make us better prepared and ready for the transition to the new era. 
The Hellenic Parliament is opening its portals to “PORTALS” and is thanking its fellow travellers in this crossing, Mr. Daskalopoulos, Mrs. Kountouri and their distinguished associates, and I think that this semester of presenting works of art of such importance will be a positive and constructive prelude for the next steps to be taken to utilise this robust space, which will play a significant role in the cultural affairs of the Akadimia Platonos (Plato’s Academy) area, steeped in culture, but also of the Greek capital, Athens. 
I also wish to thank my associates at the Parliament, the Technical Services and the services of the Parliament housed in this building, the Library and the Printing House, which embraced this innovative collaboration with a generous, hospitable and practical spirit. The outcome of the collaboration is unfolding today through you for the Greek public to behold.
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